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In a globalized economy, feminists around the world are challenged to think and organize transnationally.  To meet this challenge, one needs both a nuanced understanding of the construction of one’s own identity (including its internal contradictions, multiplicities, and instabilities) and concepts by which to think about difference, language, politics, and activism.  This course prepares students to realize those goals.  In our first unit, we encounter foundational analytical tools by which to think about issues of identity and community.  We become adept in using key concepts such as essentialism, constructivism, imagined communities, transnationalism, historical “waves” of feminism, intersectionality, mestiza consciousness, the politics of location, standpoint theory, situated knowledge, coalition-building, discourse, and queerness.  Furthermore, we learn to distinguish among liberal, material, and cultural feminisms.  Throughout, we foreground current perspectives developed in the fields of transnational feminism and queer theory.  Our second unit focuses on case studies of feminist conversations across de-stabilized differences.  Using the concepts mastered in the first unit, we analyze instances in which diverse people have struggled to talk and to organize across nationality, gender, race, class, sexuality, generation, and religion—even as they question the apparent unity of those categories of analysis.  Throughout the semester, we cast theory into practice as we collectively craft our own conversations across ever-shifting differences.

Texts and Policies

Required Texts (available at the Harvard Coop and on reserve at Lamont Library):
Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza

Alison Bechdel, Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic
Gerd Brantenberg, Egalia’s Daughters: A Satire of the Sexes

Bridges Volume 10 Number 1 (2004): Special Issue: Women in the Israeli Peace Movement

Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality Volume I

Carole R. McCann and Seung-Kyung Kim, Feminist Theory Reader: Local and Global Perspectives

Nancy A. Naples and Manisha Desai, Women’s Activism and Globalization: Linking Local Struggles and Transnational Politics
Required text on reserve at in the WGS office:
Sourcebook (“SB”)

Recommended text (available at the Harvard Coop and on reserve at Lamont):

Lydia Alix Fillingham, Foucault for Beginners
Course Requirements and Grading:
Attendance and informed, productive participation


25% 

Summary of an argument (2 pages, due February 17)


10%

Attendance at research workshop (week of March 1)


5%

Group presentation (to be scheduled during the week of April 12)
15%

Group study guide (to be distributed at the presentation)


15%

Mid-Semester paper (5-7 pages, due Monday, April 5)


15%

Final paper (due Monday, May 10)




15%

The sophomore tutorial is the course that welcomes you into the concentration in Women, Gender, and Sexuality.  Students not only master a set of concepts, but also coalesce into a community of thinkers, both within this course and in dialogue with other WGS concentrators.  Toward this end, each student will participate actively in the intellectual life of the Program by attending at least two WGS events (a list of these events appears at the end of this syllabus).  You are also invited (but not required) to expand and deepen your citizenship by working with the WGS Student Committee, which serves as an organizing base for WGS concentrators, and also functions as a formal liaison between WGS students and faculty.

Attendance at the research workshop and the WGS events is graded full credit/no credit.

Late papers will be penalized one third of a letter grade for each day overdue.

Failure to complete any assignment can lower your grade far in excess of the stated percentage

Any student needing academic adjustments or accommodations is requested to present their letter from the Accessible Education Office (AEO) and speak with the professor by February 8.  All discussions will remain confidential, although AEO may be consulted to discuss appropriate implementation.

Course Policies:

This course’s focus on “conversation across difference” structures both our reading and our in-class practices.  Your most important responsibility in this course, therefore, is to collaborate with your colleagues to craft productive discussions.  This responsibility involves two components.  First, you are required to arrive in class having read and thought about all the reading.  In other words, merely gulping down the reading is inadequate.  You should come to class having chewed and digested the material thoroughly.  You are expected to prepare your own thoughts, opinions, and questions before every class.  Second, you must express your ideas in a respectful manner that advances our conversation.  You should think not only about your own comments, but about the overall classroom dynamic: who is speaking more, who less?  How might you contribute to an atmosphere that enables everyone to participate meaningfully?  How do you negotiate disagreements?  What silences emerge, and how might we think about those silences?  Is silence necessarily a problem?  Most importantly, what might a conversation informed by feminist theories look like?  How might we collectively create such a conversation?

On a more mundane note: lateness and unexcused absence detract from our conversation and therefore figure negatively toward your participation grade.  Needless to say, practices that disrespect your colleagues (for example, interrupting, hogging the floor, launching personal attacks, texting, surfing the web, reading email, or answering cell phones) obstruct rather than advance conversation; such practices are therefore unacceptable.  

Course Schedule

UNIT I: THEORIES OF IDENTITY AND COMMUNITY

This Unit introduces a spectrum of ways in which diverse feminists have thought about identity and community.

January 27.  Dreams of a Common Language
Read in class: Adrienne Rich, “Cartographies of Silence” (The Dream of a Common Language: Poems 1974-1977 [New York: W.W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1978], pp. 16-20)

Listen in class: recording of Judy Grahn reading from The Common Woman Poems and She Who
February 3.  Essentialism and its Discontents
Simone de Beauvoir, “Introduction” to The Second Sex (in Carole R. McCann and Seung-Kyung Kim, Feminist Theory Reader: Local and Global Perspectives [hereafter “McCann and Kim”])

Gerd Brantenberg, Egalia’s Daughters: A Satire of the Sexes (Focus your reading on Part One.  Feel free to skim Part Two, but be sure to read “The Studs’ Tragedy,” “Gro and Petronius—Wom and Manwom,” “Father and Son,” “Consciousness-Raising in the ‘Fighting Cock’ Menwim’s Group,” “The Sons of Democracy,” and “The Reader’s Final Farewell to Ruth Bram, her Son Petronius and the Others” carefully.)

Assignment for “Waves” project distributed in class.  Students will divide into groups and designate topics presentations.  We will also schedule a dinner to occur during the week of April 12.
February 10. Imagining Communities: Nationalism, Transnationalism, and Waves of Feminism
Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Revised Edition. (London and New York: Verso, 1991), “Introduction” and “Cultural Roots,” pp. 1-36 (Sourcebook [hereafter “SB”])

Amrita Basu, “Globalization of the Local/Localization of the Global: Mapping Transnational Women’s Movements” (in McCann and Kim)

Mallika Dutt, “Some Reflections on U.S. Women of Color and the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women and NGO Forum in Beijing, China” (in McCann and Kim)

Chandra Talpade Mohanty, “Feminist Encounters: Locating the Politics of Experience” (McCann and Kim)

Kimberly Springer, “Third Wave Black Feminism?” Signs Vol. 27 No. 4 (Summer 2002), pp. 1059-1082 (Access online through JSTOR)

Beverly Guy-Sheftall, “Response from a ‘Second Waver’ To Kimberly Springer’s ‘Third Wave Black Feminism?’” Signs Vol. 27 No. 4 (Summer 2002), pp. 1091-1094 (Access online through JSTOR)

Assignment for article summary distributed.

February 17. Borders and Intersections
Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza
Kimberlé Crenshaw, “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence against Women of Color.” In After Identity: A Reader in Law and Culture, ed. Dan Danielsen and Karen Engle (New York: Routledge, 1995 ), pp. 332-354 (SB)

Summary of Crenshaw’s argument (2 pages) due in class

February 24.  Standpoint Theory, Situated Knowledge, and the Politics of Location
Adrienne Rich, “Notes Toward a Politics of Location (in McCann and Kim)

Nancy C. M. Hartsock, “The Feminist Standpoint: Toward a Specifically Feminist Historical Materialism” (in McCann and Kim)

Monique Wittig, “One is Not Born a Woman” (in McCann and Kim)

Donna Haraway, “Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective,” in Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature (New York: Routledge, 1991), pp. 183-199 (in McCann and Kim)

In class: mini-lecture on liberal, material, and cultural feminisms

Week of March 1 (exact date TBA): Research Workshop

March 3. Identity, Community, and Coalition 

Patricia Hill Collins, “Defining Black Feminist Thought,” from Linda Nicholson, ed. The Second Wave: A Reader in Feminist Theory (New York: Routledge, 1997), pp. 241-259 (SB)

Michael Awkward, “A Black Man’s Place in Black Feminist Criticism,” in Joy James and T. Denean Sharpley-Whiting, eds., The Black Feminist Reader (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2000), pp. 88-108 (SB)

Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa, eds. This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color (selections in SB)

The Combahee River Collective, “A Black Feminist Statement” (in McCann and Kim)

Donna Kate Rushin, “The Bridge Poem” (in McCann and Kim)

Mitsuye Yamada, “Invisibility Is an Unnatural Disaster: Reflections of an Asian American Woman” (in McCann and Kim)

RECOMMENDED: Norma Alarcón, “The Theoretical Subject(s) of This Bridge Called My Back and Anglo-American Feminism” (in McCann and Kim)

March 10.  Sexuality, Power, and Discourse

Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality Volume I 

RECOMMENDED: Lydia Alix Fillingham, Foucault for Beginners

Assignment for mid-semester paper distributed.

March 17. NO CLASS! SPRING BREAK!

March 24. Queer Nation, Queer Theory, Queer Planet
Queer Nation Manifestos (http://www.jessanderson.org/doc/qnation.html or SB)

Judith Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory” (in McCann and Kim)

Eve Sedgwick, “Queer and Now,” from Sedgwick, Tendencies (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1993), pp.1-20 (SB)

Gayatri Gopinath, “Funny Boys and Girls: Notes on a Queer South Asian Planet” (in McCann and Kim)

UNIT II: CONVERSATIONS ACROSS DIFFERENCES

In this Unit, we use the concepts introduced in Unit I to analyze conversations across unstable differences.

March 31. Narrative and Family 

Alison Bechdel, Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic

Monday, April 5: Mid-Semester Paper (5-7 pages) due to WGS Office by 3 pm.

April 7. Organizing Across Differences

Isabelle R. Gunning, “Cutting through the Obfuscation: Female Genital Surgeries in Neoimperial Culture,” in Ella Shohat, ed., Talking Visions: Multicultural Feminism in a Transnational Age (New York: The MIT Press, 1998), pp. 203-224 (SB)

Nancy A. Naples and Manisha Desai, Women’s Activism and Globalization: Linking Local Struggles and Transnational Politics (New York: Routledge, 2002).  Read all of Part I (Chapters 1, 2, 3) and Part V (Conclusion), plus a minimum of one essay from EACH of Sections II, III, and IV.

Patricia Hill Collins, “U.S. Black Feminism in Transnational Context,” in Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment, Second Edition (New York: Routledge, 2000), pp. 227-249 (SB)

Assignment for report on activist group distributed in class.

Week of April 12 (exact date TBA): Dinner with Presentations and distribution of Study Guides 

April 14. Putting it All Together: Bridging Feminist Activism and Feminist Theory
View before class: Las Madres de la Plaza de Maya (Argentina, 1985 [subtitled]). You may borrow this video from the WGS office during regular business hours

Noel Sturgeon, “Theorizing Movements: Direct Action and Direct Theory” (chap. in Marcy Darnovsky, Barbara Epstein, and Richard Flacks, Cultural Politics and Social Movements [Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 1995]) (SB)

Final paper assignment distributed in class.

April 21. Peace, War, and Activism

Adrienne Rich, “Collaborations,” Bridges Volume 9 Number 2 (Fall 2002), pp. 64-66 (SB)
Bridges Volume 10 Number 1 (2004): Special Issue: Women in the Israeli Peace Movement

Sahar Khalifeh, “Comments by Five Women Activists: Siham Abdullah, Amal Kharisha Barghouthi, Rita Giacaman, May Mistakmel Nassar, Amal Wahdan,” translated by Nagla El-Bassiouni, in Suha Sabbagh, ed., Palestinian Women of Gaza and the West Bank (Indiana University Press, 1998), pp. 192-215 (SB)

April 28. Toward Feminist Futures

Inderpal Grewal, “On the New Global Feminism and the Family of Nations: Dilemmas of Transnational Feminist Practice,” in Ella Shohat, ed., Talking Visions: Multicultural Feminism in a Transnational Age (New York: The MIT Press, 1998), pp. 501-530 (SB)

JeeYeun Lee, “Beyond Bean Counting” (in McCann and Kim)

Donna Haraway, “A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in the Late Twentieth Century: An Ironic Dream of a Common Language for Women in the Integrated Circuit,” in Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature (New York: Routledge, 1991), pp. 149-181 (SB)

In class: worksheets from first day of class will be returned.

Monday, May 10: Final paper due to WGS Office by 3 pm!

Enjoy your summer!
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