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Preface

The success of a book such as this one depends
almost entirely on the goodwill and cooperation of those
sought as informants. It is they who command rich data, and
it is they who have the choice of whether or not they will
make it available to a foreign researcher. In a way, this book is
the direct yield of one hundred political women making a de-
cision to talk to me candidly about their lives. They met me in
coffee shops, political party headquarters, the meeting room
of their political group, or in their own homes, sometimes
with babies in their laps. They took me in tow to meetings,
rallies, and demonstrations. They introduced me to their par-
ents, their husbands or other male friends, their children, and
to fellow members of their political groups. They revealed to
me, in addition to the specific data I sought, endless insights
into the nature of contemporary Japanese society and into the
problems and struggles of women throughout the world who
are attempting to make a place for themselves in political life.
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The one hundred political women who were informants for
this study have made it possible. Their anonymity is pre-
served throughout, and the debt to them is beyond measure.

In addition to the informants themselves, a great many
Japanese both in and outside the political world added greatly
to my understanding of political women and woman'’s role in
general in the total social environment. I should like to ex-
press my appreciation to Takahashi Akira and Doi Takeo,!
both of Tokyo University, to Takenaka Kazurd, then of
Doshisha University and now of Tsukuba University, and to
Inoue Teruko of Wako University, for their help in shedding
light on the data and for assisting me with introductions. 1
owe thanks to many officials in all of Japan’s major political
parties for introducing me to political women, but spedial
thanks must go to Murakawa Ichird and Watanabe Kazuko of
the Liberal Democratic Party and Takenaka Ichird of the Japan
Socialist Party for their time and assistance. I am grateful to
Akamatsu Ryoko, then of the Ministry of Labor and now one
of Japan’s delegates to the United Nations, for her contribu-
tion to my understanding of women’s changing roles and
status, and to her husband, Hanami Tadashi, Professor of
Law at Sophia University, for his help as an authority on laws
affecting women workers. To both I owe a debt of friendship
as well as of gratitude for aid rendered. Many political
women older than the age range set for this study shared
with me their experiences and reminiscences about the pre-
war world and, prewar suffrage movement, as well as their
views of women’s place in the political world today. Of these
I owe particular thanks to Ichikawa Fusae, a member of the
upper house of the parliament and a long-time advocate of
women'’s rights, Mizusawa Yoko of the Women’s Democratic
Club, and Inoue Fumiko, a participant in‘the prewar Chris-
tian movement for women’s rights. I must also express
thanks to Matsuoka Yoko, Higuchi Keiko, Kobayashi To-
miko, Terada Meisei, and numerous other well-known politi-
cal women and men in contemporary Japan who gave me
their time and help.

I owe a deep debt of gratitude to four women who at vari-

1. Throughout this book, personal names are given in Japanese fashion,
that is, with the family name appearing first.
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ous stages of my research assisted in the interviewing and
who became personal friends as well. Masuzawa Fumiko
aided me throughout the interviewing stage. Her friendly,
exuberant manner, her tact and diplomacy in the face of
many a tight situation, greatly aided my attempts to secure
the cooperation of numerous informants who were at first
unsure about me and about being interviewed. Sakagishi Set-
suko, political woman, mother, and feminist, not only helped
me with the interviewing, but greatly enriched my under-
standing of the lives of Japanese women. Ono Yasuko and
Sat6 Ikuko provided invaluable help and companionship as
well as gracious introductions to their families.

I must express thanks, not only to individuals, but to in-
stitutions for their assistance. I should like to thank Kenneth
Butler, Arahari Kazuko, and the staff at the Inter-University
Center for Japanese Language Study in Toyko for their practi-
cal help while I was in Japan, as well as for their inspired and
able language training, and the staff of the Institute of Inter-
national Relations at Sophia University, where I was a Visit-
ing Foreign Research Scholar during my two-year stay in
Japan in 1971 and 1972. The East Asian Institute at Columbia,
with Gerald Curtis as Director and Deborah Bell as Adminis-
trative Assistant, provided a comfortable and stimulating en-
vironment for the initial write-up of my research. Finally, two
years as a staff member at the Social Science Research Council
in New York made an incalculable contribution to my de-
velopment and growth as a sodial scientist and provided me
with the tools, the will, and the fresh perspective needed to
rethink and revise the book. The Council also made possible a
return trip to Japan in 1975, which allowed me to gather fur-
ther data. The research would not have been possible without
funding from the Ford Foundation, the Yoshida Foundation
of Toyko, and the East Asian Institute of Columbia Univer-
sity. A grant from the Graduate School of the University of
Wisconsin made it possible for me to complete the book.

To many colleagues in this country I owe much apprecia-
tion. My work has greatly benefited from discussions with
Walter Slote, a clinical psychologist in New York with exten-
sive field experience in Asia. I am indebted to Gerald Curtis
for his help in the original design and conception of this proj-
ect. His advice—that researchers owe it to themselves to
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study those topics that they find personally interesting as
well as intellectually engaging—led me to the topic of this
book. To Herbert Passin I owe much of my initial interest in
Japan. Discussions with him over the years have given me .
access to an endless flow of perceptions about an extraordi-
narily complex social system. Stanley Heginbotham deserves
many thanks for his help with methodology and organization
at many stages of the research and write-up. To James Morley
I express appreciation, not only for the understanding he has
given me of the Japanese political system, but for his personal
help and encouragement over the years. In addition to the
above, Ezra Vogel, David Plath, Patricia Steinhoff, Ellis
Krauss, Scott Flanagan, and Lewis Austin read all or parts of.
the manuscript and offered invaluable comments and criti-
cism. I should like to thank Carol Lohry Cartwright and Shari
Graney for typing various drafts of the book, Gladys Castor
for her skilled editorial work, and Philip Lilienthal and Phyllis
Killen of University of California Press for their help and
guidance. To Stephen Butts, who read the manuscript at
many stages and who was there through both the darkest and
the finest moments, I express my deepest gratitude and
thanks.

These acknowledgments would be incomplete without
special tribute to Tsurumi Kazuko, Professor of Sociology at
Sophia University, who was my mentor while I was in Japan.
Dr. Tsurumi’s help came to me in so many ways that it is
difficult to find words to express my appreciation. Her nu-
merous introductions to Japanese women in and outside of
the political world, her thoughtful critique of my initial inter-
view schedule, her insightful comments on my data where
my findings confused or perplexed me, as well as her own
example as an extraordinary Japanese woman, gave me the
initial opportunity to pursue my research and the confidence
to interpret its results.

None of the above, of course, bear responsibility for my
findings, but to all I owe my sincerest appreciation.

Madison, Wisconsin
January 1980



