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Education

Harvard University, Ph.D. Government, expected June 2010.

Dissertation: “Natural Experiments in Democracy: Essays on Money, Politics, and Institutions
in Britain and France”

Committee: Gary King, Kevin Quinn, and Jim Snyder

Tufts University, M.A. Economics, 2002.

Harvard University, A.B. History, 1999.

Honors: Summa Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa.

Study abroad : Nihongo Studies in Kanazawa (Japan), 1997.

Publications

Peer Reviewed Articles

“MPs For Sale? Returns to Office in Post-War British Politics” (with J. Hainmueller), American
Political Science Review, November 2009 (forthcoming).

“Well-being and Unemployment in Russia in the 1990s: Can Society’s Suffering be Individuals
Solace?” (with C. Gaddy and C. Graham), Journal of Socio-Economics, 2006.

“The Role of Output Composition in the Stabilization of US Output Growth” (with Y. Ioannides),
Journal of Macroeconomics, 2006.

“Does Happiness Pay? An Exploration Based on Panel Data from Russia” (with C. Graham, S.
Sukhtankar), Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, 2004.

Work in Progress

“Proportional Representation and the Number of Political Parties: Evidence from French Munic-
ipalities”

“Political Competition and Policy: Evidence from a Natural Experiment in French Municipalities”

“Political Investing: The Common Stock Returns of Members of the US Congress, 2004-2007”
(with J. Hainmueller)

Book Chapter

“Democratizing the IMF” (with A. Florini and N. Woods), in Accountability of the International
Monetary Fund, Barry Carin and Angela Wood (eds.), 2005.
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Awards and Honors

Robert H. Durr Prize: Best Empirical Application of Quantitative Methodology, Midwest Political
Science Association Annual Meetings (2009).

Research Seed Grant, Harvard University Institute of Quantitative Social Science (2008).

Research Seed Grant, Harvard University Center for American Political Studies (2007).

Summer Research and Language Grant, Reischauer Institute for Japanese Studies (2005).

Five-Year Graduate Fellowship, Harvard University Department of Government (2004–2009).

Economics Department Scholarship, Tufts University (2000).

Philip Washburn Award for best history thesis, Harvard University History Department (1999).

Tajiro Monane Prize for most outstanding student of Japanese, Harvard University (1997).

Research Assistantships

Kevin Quinn, Harvard University Department of Government (2008).

Jeffrey Frieden, Harvard University Department of Government (2006).

Carol Graham, Ann Florini, and Mary Graham, Brookings Institution (2002-2004).

Yannis Ioannides, Tufts University Department of Government (2000-2002).

Malcolm Salter, Harvard Business School (1999-2000).

Teaching Experience

Teaching Fellow, Political Institutions in Democracies and Non-Democracies (undergraduate level),
taught by Prof. Nahomi Ichino, Harvard University, Spring 2009. (Game theory, electoral insti-
tutions, democratization, elections under authoritarianism.)

Teaching Fellow, Topics in Quantitative Research Methodology (graduate level), taught by Profs.
Quinn and Glynn, Harvard University, Fall 2007. (Text processing, causal modeling, advanced
variance estimation.)

Teaching Fellow, Quantitative Methods for Political Science I (graduate level), taught by Prof.
Glynn, Harvard University, Fall 2006. (Basic statistical concepts, regression, variance estimation,
programming in R.)

Teaching Assistant for Introductory Macroeconomics (undergraduate level), taught by Prof. Mor-
rison, Tufts University, Fall 2001. (Trade, monetary system, economic growth, etc.)

Teaching Assistant for Introductory Microeconomics (undergraduate level), taught by Prof. Ab-
dullah, Tufts University, Fall 2000 and Spring 2001. (Markets, regulation, public goods, etc.)

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~rijs/
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Invited Talks and Conference Participation

Stockholm University International Institute for Economic Studies (IIES), September, 2009.

Annual Meeting of the Society for Political Methodology, July 2008 and July 2009.

Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, March 2008 and March 2009.

New Faces in Political Methodology Conference, Penn State University, May, 2008.

National Bureau of Economic Research Political Economy Student Conference, April, 2008.

Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, August 2008.

Brookings-Warwick Conference on Happiness and Inequality, May 2003.

Service

Manuscript Referee: Global Governance, Economic Systems.

Chair and Member: Authors’ Committee for the IQSS Social Science Statistics Blog (2007-
present).

Student Coordinator: Graduate Student Political Economy Workshop (2005-2006).

Skills and Interests

Languages: Japanese (passed highest level of Japanese Language Proficiency Test, 2002) and
French (proficient).

Programming : Ruby/Rails, Python, R, SQL, Stata, LATEX.

Corporate governance/web development : Founder, ProxyDemocracy.org; President 2006-2009.

Music: Drums, mandolin, guitar.

References

Gary King
Albert J. Weatherhead III University Professor
Department of Government
Harvard University
king@harvard.edu
(617) 495-2027

Kevin Quinn
Professor of Law
UC Berkeley School of Law
kquinn@law.berkeley.edu
(510) 642 2485

Jim Snyder
Arthur and Ruth Sloan Professor of Political
Science
Professor of Economics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
millett@mit.edu
(617) 253-2669


