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Archaeological surveys and satellite images are used to provide insights into the struc-
ture and scale of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. When this empire attained its peak during
the eighth and seventh centuries B.C., it resulted in a distinct imprint on the landscape
which differs significantly from thar of the Bronze Age. In the Neo-Assyrian period, cap-
ital cities attained unprecedented size, rural settlement patterns were predominantly dis-
persed, the scale and extent of visible route systems increased, and irrigation systems
were constructed for the intensification of agriculture and for the irrigation of parks and
gardens. Beyond the core region between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, a distinct outer
zone of the Assyrian landscape in the northwest Levant is also recognizable, in the form
of tell-based settlements. This may reflect the persistence of earlier Bronze Age social
organization. This paper demonstrates the contribution that landscape archaeology can
make to an understanding of the development of empires, particularly when it is applied

with the record derived from excavated sites and cuneiform texts.

he archaeology of empires has attracted con-

I siderable attention over recent years, but
because of their sheer size and complexity,
empires can easily evade archaeological analysis. In
this paper we undertake a preliminary analysis of
the landscape of the Neo-Assyrian Empire, which at
its peak in the eighth and seventh centuries B.C. was
arguably the largest and most powerful empire the
world had witnessed (Taagepera 1978; Matthews
2003: 133). Although landscape archaeclogy alone
does not provide the complete spectrum of data re-
quired for the comprehensive analysis of empires,
the information supplied by regional analysis can
contribute significantly to the identification of impe-
rial cultural and economic pattemming (see also Parker
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2003). The record of the archaeclogical landscape
and ancient textual sources complement each other
in a remarkable way, and in addition the landscape
provides a valuable supplement to the already large
corpus of information available from Assyrian art
(Thomason 2001). By selecting sample survey areas
from across the Assyrian Empire, we provide snap-
shot views of the landscape of the empire as well
as inferences as to how these areas may have func-
tioned (fig. 1). The chosen survey areas were recorded
using conventional settlement surveys, landscape
analysis, and remote sensing in order to provide what
may be described as “signature landscapes” (Wilkin-
son 2003}, and these signatures were then viewed in
the context of other classes of information relevant






